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Titanic Memorabilia -

by Jacqueline A. Joseph, Board certified forensic handwriting examiner

You can discover hidden

treasures using forensic science,

An area of my expertise is that of
examining apparenty vintage docu-
ments to determine their authentic-
ity. The results of my forensic ex-
aminations may help my dients
discover hidden wealth in the resale
value of their historic artifacts, As
a board certified expert, [ use fo-
rensic methods to answer the gues-
ton: “Is it real or fake!?” Some-
times, to the disappointment of the
oollector, the evidence proves that
their treasured item is a fake,

A couple of years ago, the Cregon
Historical Society asked me to help
with an inguiry from a man who is
a long time personal collector of
ocean liner memarabilia, He had an
itern related to the Titanic disaster
of July 1912, Titanic collectors are
a world-wide cose knit group of
thizs ever-popular subject,

His collector’'s  item |9 -
was a medium sized 9-;-‘#;‘,'.’.'5-"
travel agent's ,Wa” THE LARGEST STEAMERS
calendar  advertising SEERCTATT

the White Star Line, Ry

the parent company
of the Titanic (see
phota), He pur-
chased the item in an
online auction believ-
ing it to be a one-of-
a-kind treasure, It
pictured the Titanic
along with a January
— December calendar
for the year 1912, The Titanic sank
on July 15, 1912 giving this calen-
dar historical significance in many
wiays, [t was typical of an advertis-
ing piece given away by travel
agents of the day. But, was it
genuine???

Genuine or Fake?

This collector called me in a guan-
dary because, after acquiring it, he
asked a local printer to examine it
for genuineness and the printer
reported that the artifact was, in-
deed, authentic. ‘While at first the
collector was quite excited about
this news, he still wanted more au-
thoritative evidence, but eventually
heard otherwise,

For his second opinion, he flew
across the country with the piece
for a wisual inspection by known
authiority Timothy J. Trower of The
Titanic Museum in Branson, Mis-
souri, He is a member of the Titanic
Historical Society, and is inwvolved
with a private email group devoted
to uncovering Titanic fraud.

Mr. Trower's first look was with the
Lnaided naked eye and then with
his 15x% loupe.  Mr. Trower ex-
pressed the opinion that the piece
was merely a high quality laser
color photocopy. It was a fake! This
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was based on evidence of toner
scatter and dot patterns owver the
surface of the piece.

The collector returned home to
Portland even more confused be-
cause of the two conflicting opin-
iocnz, He asked me to forensically

" |
INTOM: QUEBEC ‘MONTREAL

grn ail

examine the calendar to answer
his guestion: is It genuine or
fake?

My forensic examination included
studying the piece with normal
ambient lighting and supplemsntal
magnification. Using an ultraviclet
light on the calendar, I cbserved a
white fluorescence which indicated
that the paper contained optical
brighteners. These were not yet in
use in the early 1900's but came
on the soene in the 1950's. Other
evidence indicated the toner dots
from laser printing. [ found no
evidence to suggest the image was
created with letterpress or lithog-
raphy, both of which would have
besn available in the early 1900's,
Additionally, evidence showed that
the image had besn physically al-
tered with /ndured abrasion in an
attempt to give the impression of
matural wear and tear. However,

| this was inconsistent with normal
| wear and tear. [ collaborated with
| Joseph Barabe,
| Microscopist and Director of Scien-

Senior Research

tific Imaging at McCrone Assod-
ates in lllincis,

While it was unfortunate that I
could not give my dient better
news, he iz an experienced collec-
tor and he took it well, knowing he
had done all he ocould to defini-
tively answer the authenticity
question,

To inguire about wour memora-
bilia, please email me. Find out:
“Is it genuine or fake.”




