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Suggested Sources of Comparison Signatures/Handwriting  
for use in  

Basing an Expert Opinion of Authorship 
For best results, submit originals of the documents. 

 
PERSONAL 

Birth certificates 
Baptismal records 
Family bible and diaries 
Personal notebooks 
Telephone notebooks 
Marriage/Divorce records 
Greeting cards and letters 
Postcards 
Hospital and medical records 
Rent receipts 
Boat/Trailer registrations 

EDUCATION 
High school records 
College applications 
Housing applications 
Examination papers 
Athletic records 

VOCATIONAL 
Employment applications 
Personnel records 
License applications 
Public examinations 
Civil service records 
Labor union documents 
Time cards 
Reports and Surveys 
Payroll checks/endorsements 
Client’s checks/endorsements 
Interoffice memos 

FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS 
Bank checks  
Deposit slips 
Signature cards 
Contracts 
Insurance records 
Loan documents 
Wills 
Titles and Deeds 

SOCIAL  
Club memberships 
Civic organizations 
Political groups 
Religious organizations 
Sports league teams 
Convention registrations 

CORPORATE  
Gas, light, water forms 
Telephone records 
Refuse disposal records 
Incorporation papers 
Invoices 
Credit card slips 
Real estate transactions 
Corporate minutes 
Books of account 

MOTOR VEHICLE  
Sales slips and receipts 
Registration forms 
Operator license 
Insurance papers 
Accident reports 
Theft or loss reports 
Service orders 
Auto credit card forms 
Titles 
Traffic violations 

MILITARY DOCUMENTS 
Selective service records 
National Guard records 
Tax exemption filings 
GI Loan application 
Real estate papers 
Pension records 
Medical records 
Educational records 

GOVERNMENT/PUBLIC 
Archives 
VA records 
Tax documents 

GOVERNMENT/PUBLIC 
(continued) 

Immigration/naturalization 
records 

Patent applications 
Civil suit documents 
Bail bonds 
Affidavits 
Waivers 
Power of attorney 
Social security documents 
Bankruptcies 
Death certificates 
Voter’s registration 
Workers’ Compensation forms 
Library cards 
Probate records 
Postal documents 
Passport application 

CRIMINAL  
Arrest records 
Parole / Probation 
Jail records 
Prior agencies 
Complaints to police 
Booking documents 

MISCELLANEOUS  
Friends and relatives 
Neighbors 
Delivery records 
Return receipts 
Motel and hotel slips 
Building plans 
Airplane logs and tickets 
Shipping and purchase orders 
Trashcans and wastebaskets 
Addressed envelopes 
Autographs and yearbooks 
Vet records 
Fishing and hunting licenses 
Cooking recipes


